Call for Award Nominations
September 10, 2025

Dear ORCS Colleagues,

Nominations for all ORCS Awards (https://orcs.org/awards/) are open for submission until
(October 31t 2025) as described below. These awards will be conferred at the 2026
Biennial ORCS meeting to be held April 12-16th, 2026 at Hyatt Regency Sonoma Wine
Country in Santa Rosa, CA!

ORCS is pleased to present the following awards:

1. Rylander Award
2. Augustine Award
3. Raney Award

These awards are presented and described briefly below, to encourage the ORCS
community to nominate possible candidates. The awards are given to scientists active in
the field of catalytic organic fine synthesis.

1. Rylander Award

The Paul N. Rylander Award of the Organic Reactions Catalysis Society (ORCS) has
been awarded a prize for Catalysis in Organic Chemistry since 1988. It is bestowed in
honor of Mr. Rylander’s many significant achievements which includes authoring one of
the earliest and most comprehensive books for the safe and effective use of precious
metal catalysts for hydrogenation.

This Award is granted by ORCS and offered to an individual who has made significant
contributions to chemistry, chemical industry, petrochemicals, bio-renewables and fine
chemicals synthesis in the field of catalysis of organic reactions.

The Award consists of a $5,000.00 honorarium, an appropriate plaque, and up to
$2,000.00 for reasonable travel expenses to attend the ORCS biennial conference to
receive the award.

The next Award will be presented during the ORCS biennial conference in April 2026.
The award is administered by ORCS and funded by the BASF Group.

2. Augustine Award

The Robert Augustine Award of the Organic Reactions Catalysis Society (ORCS) was
initiated by ORCS in 2017 to recognize engineers and scientists early in their careers. It
is named after Robert Augustine, who was a contributing member of ORCS since 1966
for over 50 years.

The Award recipient must be less than 40 years of age at the end of the calendar year in
which the Award is presented.

The Award will consist of a $2,000.00 honorarium, an appropriate plaque, and up to
$1,500.00 for reasonable travel expenses to attend the ORCS biennial conference to
receive the award.


https://orcs.org/awards/

The next Award will be presented during the ORCS biennial conference in April 2026.
The award is administered by ORCS and funded by the Evonik Group.

3. Raney Award

In 1992, the Organic Reactions Catalysis Society (ORCS) established the Murray Raney
Award, created and proposed by William E. Pascoe and Jefferson D. Herring. The Raney
award acknowledges contributions in the use of base metal catalysts in organic synthesis.

This Award may be granted by the Corporation to an individual who has made significant
contributions to the development and/or fundamental understanding of the chemistry of
base metal heterogeneous catalyst materials, particularly as they are applied to organic
chemistry and reactions of interest to the chemical industry.

The Award will consist of a $5,000.00 honorarium, an appropriate plaque, and up to
$2,000.00 for reasonable travel expenses to attend the ORCS biennial conference to
receive the award.

The next Award will be presented during the ORCS biennial conference in April 2026.
The award is administered by the Corporation and funded by W.R. Grace.

Please submit your nomination package(s) that include the following information:

- Letter of recommendation/nomination (1-2 pages), indicating the specific award.

- List of several recent publications (with journal impact factor if known) or patents
relevant to the award criteria.

- If available, a short CV of the nominee (please list all the awards, publications,
patent, scientific, service, and academic activities relevant to the award criteria).

The due date for nomination is October 31th, 2025.

If you have any questions related to the awards or you wish to nominate someone, please
send an email to Prof. Michele L. Sarazen, Chair-Elect for the award subcommittee:
msarazen@princeton.edu.

Additionally, we have opened our call for abstracts to the conference, which can now be
submitted through the website (https://orcs.org/abstract).

Awards Subcommittee:
Prof. Michele Sarazen, Princeton University (Chair-Elect)
Prof. Linda Broadbelt, Northwestern University
Dr. Karl Albrecht, ADM
Prof. Jennifer Strunk, Technical University of Munich
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